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CONFIDENTIAL BRIDGETOWN 0157 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT GJ 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER BARROW'S CURRENT VIEWS ON GRENADA SITUATION 
REFS: BRIDGETOWN 0151, 0154 

1. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING WITH PRIMIN THIS MORNING ON 
OTHER SUBJECTS (SEPTEL) AMB. NOTED CONTACT BETWEEN OFFICIALS 
OF CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (CCC) AND CARICOM 
LEADERS DURING THEIR WEEKEND MEETING (BRIDGETOWN 0154), 
ALTHOUGH GRENADA SITUATION NOT ON THEIR AGENDA. AMB. NOTED 
THAT NO FOREIGNERS SEEMED TO BE IN PHYSICAL DANGER SO FAR, 

AND ASKED WHETHER, IN PM S VIEW, INDEPENDENCE WOULD COME 
OFF SUCCESSFULLY AND WHETHER THERE WERE ANY CHANCE THAT 
CARICOM LEADERS WOULD SPPONSOR NEGOTIATIONS SUGGESTED BY CCC 
SINCE GRENADA SITUATION AFFECTED IMAGE OTHER CARICOM COUNTRIES. 
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2. PM SEEMED SOMEWHAT RELUCTANT TO TALK ABOUT SUBJECT AT ALL, 

BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT LEADERS HAD TALKED TO CCC REPRESENTATIVES 
AND FURTHER ADDED THAT CARICOM LEADERS, INCLUDING HIMSELF, 

DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY USEFUL PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED BY 
SUCH AN EFFORT AT THIS STAGE. SITUATION HAS PROGRESSED 
TOO FAR AND EVENTS WILL NOW SIMPLY HAVE TO PLAY THEMSELVES 
OUT. BARROW REFERRED TO DEEP DIVISIONS BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT FACTIONS, DIVISION OF SUCH DEGREE THAT PERSONS 
INVOLVED UNLIKELY NOW TO SIT DOWN QUIETLY TOGETHER. HE SAID 
THAT THE BASIS FOR THIS WAS THAT NOBODY TRUSTED GAIRY'S 
PROMISES, ESPECIALLY ABOUT HIS SECRET POLICE. HE SAID THAT 
A REASONABLE SOLUTION MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE EARLIER, BUT 
EVERYTHING NOW CAUGHT UP IN THE RUSH OF EVENTS. (CCC GENERAL 
SECRETARY DR ROY NEEHALL POINTED OUT IN PRESS THIS A.M. THAT 
GAIRY AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT A CCC RECONCILIATION TEAM (BRIDGE- 
TOWN 151) AND THE WILLINGNESS OF HEADS OF CHURCH MEMBERS OF 
COMMITTEE 22 TO HAVE DIALOGUE WITH GAIRY, BOTH OCCURRED BEFORE 
DISTURBANCES OF 2 1ST AND 22ND JAN. AND HE NOT IN POSITION TO 
SAY HOW THEY FELT NOW.) 

3. BARROW DID NOT DIRECTLY ANSWER MY QUERY ABOUT WHETHER HE 
THOUGHT INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS WOULD COME OFF SUCCESSFULLY, 
BUT WHEN I AGAIN MENTIONED THE QUESTION OF SAFETY OF PARTI 
CIPANTS, HE SAID THAT THE PROBLEMS WILL REALLY COME AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE IS OVER. HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT NO FOREIGNERS 
WERE LIKELY TO BE ENDANGERED "DELIBERATELY." 
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